natural disasters on the displacement of
people

Take concrete measures to facilitate the
rebuilding of communities emerging
from conflict, man-made and natural
disasters

Enhance partnerships in addressing
forced displacement across the Continent

Provide for the respective obligations,
responsibilities and roles of non-state
actors and other relevant actors including
civil society organizations with respect
to the prevention of internal displace-
ment, protection and assistance of inter-
nally displaced persons

Provide for the protection and assistance
of IDPs in situations of armed conflict
and criminal responsibility of armed
groups
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Forced displacement affects some 42
million persons globally. It is in-
creasingly recognized as one of the
most distressing episodes of our
time.

Often the consequence of traumatic
experiences with violent conflicts,

severe violations of human rights
and related causes in which discrimi-
nation features considerably, dis-
placement creates conditions of ex-
treme hardship and suffering for the
affected populations.

It tears down the fabrics of society
and family structures, disrupts cul-
tural ties, destroys livelihoods, dis-
rupts education and learning oppor-
tunities, denies access to basic neces-
sities such as food, shelter and medi-
cine, and exposes innocent civilians
to acts of violence such as attacks on
camps, disappearances and rape.

Whether they shelter in camps, or
run to towns, villages, forests or the
desert to hide from persecution the
internally displaced are among the
most. vulnerable populations,. in-
tensely in need of protection and
assistance.

It is estimated that there are 15.2 million refugee
827,000 asylum seekers (those awaiting adjudication
on their status) and 26 million Internally Displdce
Persons (IDPs) in the world today.

More than half of them are women and children

While the number of refugees (those who have
sought refuge outside their countries) has declined
recent years the overall number of people uprooted
from their homes has increased.

Africa is the continent most affected by the forced
displacement of people hosting nearly half (45%) of
the world’s IDPs.

Approximately, 11.6 million people were internally
displaced by conflict in Africa at the end of 2008.

Most of the root causes for forced displacement are
home-made.

IDPs legally remain under the protection of theimo
country - even though the government and/or other
parties are often parties to the conflict that ispd
them.

As citizens, IDPs retain all of their rights unaer
tional laws as well as human rights and internaion
humanitarian law.

Millions of refugees and internally displaced peopl
have returned home again, but millions more con-
tinue to live in limbo and the majority of the fdsty
displaced persons in Africa have spent more than fi
years outside their homes, villages and towns.

The AU Convention for the Protection and
Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in
Africa (Kampala Convention)has opened a
new chapter in Africa’s tradition and hospital-
ity in protecting the uprooted. It is a ground-
breaking achievement of equivalent impor-
tance to the 1969 OAU Convention Governing
the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in
Africa.

The IDP Convention seeks to provide solu-
tions including return to areas of origin, local
integration or resettlement and compensation.
The AU and the international community have
high expectations that the implementation of
the provisions of the IDP Convention will sig-
nificantly minimize the suffering of internally
displaced persons as well as serve as a core
instrument to prevent future displacement and
the negative humanitarian and socio-economic
consequences.

African leaders have adopted this ground-
breaking Convention during the Special Sum-
mit on Refugees, Returnees and Internally Dis-
placed Persons (IDPs) in Kampala, Uganda in
October 2009. However millions of internally
displaced people have yet to see the benefits of
the new Convention. It will make a difference
only when it is signed, ratified and imple-
mented. AU Member States will need to con-
tinue the commitment they showed in adopting
the Convention by ensuring its speedy ratifica-
tion and implementation.



